MINERALS FACT SHEET

Ranger is the 2nd largest uranium mine in
the world, based on 2009 production, generating
an estimated 1% of global electricity supplies*
Business events in Australia’s
Northern Territory act as a stimulator
and facilitator of economic activity,
innovation and learning.

tin, tantalum, vermiculite, magnesite,
cobalt, iron ore and is emerging as a key
producer of rare earths.

The NT has a stable government and a
buoyant local economy which is bolstered
by a strong energy and resources
sector. With sophisticated convention
centres, hotel venues, resorts and exotic
wilderness lodges spread throughout
its 1,352,176 square kilometres, the
Northern Territory boasts many of
Australia’s most unique and spectacular
natural attractions and experiences for
conferences and incentives.

a four year $14.4 million exploration
investment attraction program,
administered by the Northern Territory
Government. The initiative is designed to
assist explorers to make the next major
mineral discovery in the Territory.

Australia’s Northern Territory
has been ranked by the global mining
industry as having the highest mineral
potential of any Australian jurisdiction, in
the most recent Fraser Institute Survey
of Mining Companies.
Mining is the single most significant
contributor of GSP, accounting for $2.5
billion in revenue each year and directly
employing over 4,600 people.
The Northern Territory hosts some of the
largest mines and mineral deposits in the
world and is Australia’s highest producer
of uranium and manganese.

World-class deposits currently mined
include manganese on Groote Eylandt;
bauxite at Gove; lead-zinc-silver at the
McArthur River Mine near Borroloola;
gold at Callie in the Tanami and uranium
at the Ranger Mine near Jabiru. The
Northern Territory also contains
significant deposits of copper, diamonds,

Bringing Forward Discovery is

component of the Bringing Forward
Discovery initiative and delivers new
geoscience data which aims to build a
better understanding of the Territory’s
geology and to pinpoint exploration
opportunities.

The 11th Annual
Geoscience Exploration
Seminar was held in
March 2010 at the Alice
Springs Convention
Centre and was the most
successful yet, with a
record attendance of
285 delegates, including
175 explorers from 81
organisations, a 33%
increase from 2009.

The agency has compiled reports on
a number of mineral commodities
within the NT, providing insights into
their geological setting, metallogeny,
production and resources and actively
promotes the exploration potential of the
Territory.

“I like the networking –
talking with your colleagues.
And make no mistake – deals
are done here. People have
the opportunity to talk with
the speakers as well as their
peers.”

Northern Territory Geological
Survey (NTGS) is a significant

The AustralAsia Trade Route
provides a new, fast and reliable
alternative for the shipping of freight
between Australia and Asia. The
combined features of the East Arm Port,
Darwin Business Park and rail link offer
significant competitive advantages to
manufacturers, exporters, importers,
distributors and producers seeking to
access Asian markets – reinforcing the
Territory’s emerging status as a world
leader in energy development and
mineral exploration and extraction.

* ERA Annual Report 2009, Image supplied courtesy of ERA

Richard Brescianini – General
Manager, Exploration and
Development, Arafura Resources

WHY MEET IN THE NT?
Australia’s Northern Territory has a proven track record at boosting delegate
attendance due to its destination appeal as well as its direct relevance to the minerals
and resource sectors. As a result, it provides a depth of local expertise, as well as
individuals and organisations who can enhance your NT event, such as speakers,
sponsors, exhibitors and delegates.
There is the opportunity to engage with NT industry at networking events and scope
for technical tours and site visits to local facilities for meetings with like-minded
industry colleagues. The NT is just two hours flying time from its nearest Asian
neighbour and has direct domestic aviation access to all major airports throughout
Australia.

EXTRAORDINARY REGIONS
The NT is divided into two main regions, each with distinct climates and amazingly
different terrain and attractions. The lush and tropical “Top End” region at the
northern most tip of Australia includes the capital city, Darwin, plus the World
Heritage-listed Kakadu, Australia’s largest National Park. With a natural harbour, river
estuaries and a coastline more than 5,000km long, the Top End is a fishing, sailing
and cruising paradise.
Further south, lies the stunning desert landscape of Central Australia, which is home
to icons such as Uluru (Ayers Rock), Kata Tjuta (the Olgas) and Alice Springs, the
quintessential Australian outback town, as well as an ancient and rich indigenous
culture.

NORTHERN TERRITORY CONVENTION BUREAU (NTCB)
The NTCB is the business events division of Tourism NT. Our role is to market and
promote the Northern Territory as a distinctive business tourism destination. With
strong local knowledge, experience and links to business and government networks,
we provide expert advice and assistance to secure business events for the NT. Our
team can assist you with bid preparation, destination information and supplier liaison
to deliver an inspiring and memorable event.
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minerals@ntconventions.com.au
www.ntconventions.com

In traditional Western
Desert art, this circular
dot icon symbolises a
camp site or meeting
place. For thousands
of years, the first people
of the Northern Territory
have held meetings
in locations deemed
spiritually significant.

